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EXAMINERS. 


Last week’s Council meeting for the election of 
examiners justified the decision that the appoint- 
ments should be for one year only. Only in one 
case was a ballot necessary; in the others the 
number of eligible candidates did not exceed two. 
Fortunately the quality of the candidates was 

—nearly all the new examiners are old servants 
of the profession—but there was little choice in the 
election, and it was clear that the Council had been 
well advised in limiting the appointments to one 

To have done otherwise would have meant 
risking being obliged to elect a Board for three 
diars largely consisting of untried men. 

An interesting bit of old professional history was 


-recalled, and a question not without importance is 


suggested, by the candidature of a Member of the 
College who, not being a Fellow, was ineligible for 
election. He was excluded by the remaining -por- 
tion of the famous Ninth Clause in the Supple- 
mentary Charter of 1876, which excited such con- 
troversy between 1886 and 1892. Originally this 
clause provided that, after ten years from the 
granting of the Charter, no Member (with the ex- 

tion of the 1876 Councilmen) who was not also 
a Bellow should be eligible for either the Council or 
the Board of Examiners. When it became opera- 
tive in 1886, the clause aroused opposition by the 
exclusion of Members from the Council; and, after 
much controversy, that portion of it was repealed 
by the Charter of 1892. The dis- 
ability of Members to serve as examiners remains ; 
but, judging from the remarks reported at last 
week’s meeting, some of the Councilmen do not 
seem disposed to defend it. Perhaps it would be 
worth while to consider whether, in our next 
Charter, it would be well to repeal what is still 
left of the Ninth Clause. We have many Members 
who have not taken the Fellowship, but who are 
well fitted to act as examiners. 

In the forty-one years that have elapsed since its 
foundation in 1876, the Fellowship Degree has not 
fulfilled expectations. Undoubtedly its promoters 
intended that it should become an indispensable 
preliminary to the attainment of high distinction 
within the profession. It has not done so. It is 
no longer a qualification for service on the Council ; 
and the calibre of some past and present Council- 
men who have not held it shows that it is not 
essential. Indeed, the requisites for good Council 
work have nothing to do with the passage of 
superior examinations. From a scientific point of 
view, also, we know that many of our most brilliant 
workers have never taken the Fellowship. 


EQUINE SARCOPTIC SCABIES IN 
THE MOUSE. 


By Tuomas Parker, F.R.C.v.s., Veterinary Officer, 
for the City and County of Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Dr. Neumann’s standard work (Dr. George 
Fleming’s translation) on the Parasites and Para- 
sitic Diseases of Domesticated Animals, under the 
heading of “Communication of the Sarcoptic 
Scabies of the Horse to other species of Mammals,” 
it is stated as follows :— 

“4.—Man. The sarcoptic scabies of the horse 
may be transmitted to man although this occur- 
rence is comparatively rare.” 

B.—Domesticated Animals. Sarcoptic scabies of 
the horse appears to be capable of transmission to 
the bovine species, although up to the present time 
no one in practice has observed this form of mange 
on cattle. . . . . Neither is there any more 
authority for stating that horse mange may be 
communicated to the sheep, goat, dog, etc. 

Before proceeding further I would like to point 
out that in March, 1900, M‘Fadyean placed on 
record (Journal of Comparative Pathology and 
Therapeutics) a case which had enabled him to 
demonstrate, by positive evidence, the existence of 
sarcoptic scabies as affecting the bovine species. 

It is proposed to submit a few observations under 
the following two headings, namely :—(1) Equine 
Scabies in Man; (2) Equine Scabies in the Mouse. 


Equine Scasies In Man. 


Neumann quotes a number of interesting cases 
where man had contracted the disease from the 
horse. In passing, the following cases which have 
come within my own experience may be of some 
interest :— 

Between the 6th and 20th June, 1902, whilst 
on duty at the Field Veterinary Hospital, Kroon- 
stad, Sang River Colony, South Africa (during 
the South African Campaign), I had charge of— 
besides other cases—a large number of horses and 
mules affected with scabies. For some reason or 
other a commanding officer doubted the contagious 
nature of the disease, and with the view of removin 
that doubt I proceeded to one of the Kraals in whic 
were between 30 and 40 horses very badly affected 
but which, fortunately for the particular object in 
view, had not been subjected to any treatment. 
With sleeves rolled up 1 took a number of deep 
scrapings, and then immediately went into the 
and a few specimens on slides 
with glycerine. examination under a low power 
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numerous live acari belonging to the genus sar- 
coptes were found. Within a day or so both my 
arms began to be very itchy, followed by the de- 
velopment of well defined hemorrhagic spots. The 
irritation appeared most when exposed to the hot 
sun and during the night. In the course of a few 
days the eruption subsided and gradually disap- 
peared, the only treatment adopted being a liberal 
application of soap and water. Some days later, 
whilst daily castrating horses, my hands and arms 
were frequently washed in a solution of perchloride 
of mercury, but the irritation previously experienced 
never returned. 

In January, 1916, whilst making inquiries into 
the history of an outbreak of sarcoptic scabies 
affecting a numter of horses in each of two studs 
within the city, it was found that the groom who 
had been attending the horses of one stud had some 
weeks previously reported his suspicions of mange 
to his superior officer. A veterinary practioner was 
then called in and after making an examination 
prescribed a physic ball, the condition being con- 
sidered one of a temporary nature, due to some 
dietetic trouble. Some days later the groom noticed 
the development of a number of small spots on his 
forearms, accompanied by severe itching. These, 
however, gradually disappeared after being sub- 
jected to treatment for some days. In the mean- 
time, the disease continued to make progress on 
the particular horse concerned. Finally, one morn- 
ing the animal, whilst endeavouring to scratch its 
head with the off hind foot, got the calkin of the 
shoe fixed to the halter shank, fell, and was injured. 
The veterinary practitioner was again called in, and 
on this occasion quickly recognised the existence of 
suspected parasitic mange, and, without further 
delay, reported it to the Local Authority, hence 
my visit. 

On 3rd April, 1917, in response to a telephone 
message, I visited a stable within the city and ex- 
amined a stud of ten horses. Of these, eight were 
found affected with mange, the clinical symptoms 
being typical of sarcoptic scabies. In the majority 
of cases the lesions were distributed over the head, 

neck, shoulders, withers, chest, loins and croup 
regions. Deep scrapings were obtained from two 
of the animals, and on examining these micro- 
soomeet sarcopts were found present, which 

laced the nature of the condition beyond all 

oubt. On visiting these premises a few days later 
the horse-keeper came to me and asked what I 
thought was wrong with his arms. Both fore- 
arms presented numerous hemorrhagic spots which 
he stated were very itchy, and most particularly 
after he went to bed each night. The condition 
presented in this case was very similar to those of 
the two previously described cases, particularly in 
that the sensation of itchiness was aggravated by 
warmth, and that the condition was comparatively 
quickly got rid of by simple treatment. Further- 
more, the lesions were in all cases present on the 
forearms, and in the latter case they were present 
behind the right shoulder and on the shins—prob- 
ably spread there by the patient himself. 


Eaquine ScaBies IN THE Mouse. 


Whilst examining the last two horses concerni 
the outbreak just described, I observed a mouse 
running along the stable floor making towards the 
door. Scabs could be plainly seen on its back and 
ears. Witb the assistance of the horse-keeper the 
little individual was secured and killed. The tail 
had been removed from within about a quarter of 
an inch of the sacral region and the off hind limb 
was absent from the stifledownwards. The missing 
parts must have been severed for some considerable 
time, for the stump in each case was perfectly 
healed and exhibited no sign of any irritation. On 
each side of the back there was a lesion about half 
an inch long, about a quarter of an inch broad, and 
almost oval in shape. The crusts, somewhat yel- 
lowish white in colour and about a quarter of an 
inch thick, were slightly elevated, exposing blood- 
stained areas. The edges, particularly the lower 
and outer parts, of each ear presented scabs also, - 
On arrival at my office the crusts and deep sc 
ings were taken from the lesions of the back and 
immersed in a 10 per cent. solution of caustic 
potash. The next morning a few slides were pre- 
pared and examined under a low power of the 
microscope. On two of these eggs were found ex. 
actly similar to those found in the specimens ob- 
tained from two of the horses. On another slide 
several parasites were found. One of these after 
being separated from the surrounding debris and 
more carefully examined was found to be an adult 
acarus having all the characteristics of the equine 
sarcopt. This outbreak ap to be unique in one 
particular, namely, that there is very strong eyi- 
dence on the one hand that the disease was trans- 
mitted to man, whilst on the other there is positive 
evidence that if was transmitted to a mammal 
other than man, e.g., a mouse. Apart from this 
most interesting feature, others of much more im- 
portance are illustrated, and, therefore, provide 
reasons for careful thought by those called upon to 
deal with outbreaks, e.g. — 

(1) Does the probability of mice, and perh 
rats, or even cats, being affected while living within 
infected stables either temporarily or permanently, 
offer any explanation why in some cases recurrent 
attacks of the disease (as recorded by some ob- 
servers) occur, notwithstanding most vigorous 
treatment of the animals and disinfection of the 
premises ? 

0... it not possible these mammals (mice, ete.) 
to me hosts—even although only temporarily— 
for a period sufficiently long to enable them, after 
having migrated to neighbouring stables, to success- 
fully convey the disease to other horses ? 

Wecrtun's statement that there is no authority 
for stating that horse mange may be communicated 
to the sheep, goat, dog, etc., having regard to the 

revious observations, might be considered rather 
interesting on the following grounds :— 

(1) It-is probable that there are many unre 

corded cases where equine scabies is communi- 
cated to man; 
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(2) Dogs, and particularly sheep and goats, do 
not—in this country—commonly live in stables 
with horses. 

(3) Mice are common to most stables. 


SOME NOTES ON SKIN DISEASE 
OF THE HORSE. 
By Carr. J. F. D. Turt, a.v.c. 


The diseases which I propose to discuss here will 
be Parasitic Mange, Ringworm, and Lice. 
As all cases of skin disease are usually traceable 
in their origin to faulty stable management, i.c., 
ming, it is essential that before any comment 
as to the treatment of any such disease’ is made, 
that attention is drawn to what is usually the 
actual or predisposing cause of the disease. 

One will usually find that, unless rigid attention 
is paid to cleanliness of the horse and its surround- 
ings, skin disease in some form will sooner or later 
make its appearance. It is remarkable to find the 
apparent ignorance, not only of non-commissioned 
ranks, but also of commissioned ranks, and in some 
cases even on the part of the veterinary officer, of 
this fundamental fact. The only cure for such a 
thing is to see that every horse is groomed satis- 
factorily before the person responsible for the horse 
is allowed to leave. This is very easily arranged, 
by making every man show up his horse, either to 
his Section officer, or to his N.C.O. In most cases 
it will usually devolve on the latter. 

A very common fault is for a man to groom all 
the body, and neglect or ay f partly groom the 
head. This is usually due to the fact that the man 
neglects to turn the horse’s head round into the 
light, which can only be satisfactorily done by turn- 
ing the horse round in the stall or standing. The 
tail is another part usually neglected. This should 
be washed twice a week at least with soap and 
water. Carelessness is also often evinced by allow- 
ing the grooming tools to get into a filthy state. 

A lot could be written on these matters, but it is 
not proposed to write a lengthy description of faulty 

ming. 

A final and very good plan to keep all ranks up 
to the mark is for the veterinary officer to arrange 
if possible to inspect all horses once a week. Such 
an inspection should be carefully and methodically 
carried out, and not hurried, or its object will not 
be attained. A man who neglects his horse will 
speedily hecome efficient if he is penalised every 
time it is found not up to the required standing. 

Another cause of susceptibility to skin disease is 
poor condition. This may be due to the existence 
of disease or to faulty mastication, but the com- 
monest cause is more often than not insufficient 
feeding. This is due to one or two causes. 

It may be due to the person responsible for the 
issue of forage not basing the issue on the standard 
laid down for the class of horse or horses. Very 
often one will find a heavy draught horse only gets 
the rations of a rider. The only way to fia | this 
is to supervise the amounts drawn, and calculate 
the amount required according to the class or classes 


It may be due to faulty supervision when the 
animals are fed. An officer, wherever possible, 
should superintend this. 

Other causes, briefly, are non-observance of iso- 
lation, the use of dirty rugs and tools, carelessness 
with regard to cleanliness of clipping tools, neglect 
to dispose by burning of clippings of cases of skin 
disease. 

I will now proceed to discuss the three diseases 
from the point of view of treatment. 

MANGE. 

Prevention. (1) Attend to grooming; (2) Fre- 
quent inspection of ali animals; (3) Isolation of 
newly joined remounts for 21 days; (4) All cases 
of “skin irritation”’ to be isolated until cured. This 
may be due to:—(a) Neglected grooming; (b) Lice; 
(c) Mites from other sources, e.g., bedding, forage, 
buildings occupied or previously occupied by fowls. 
(5) Disinfections of all standings before putting 
animals into them. This to be carried out as often 
as possible. Bale to be scrubbed daily with disin- 
fectants. 

Treatment. The following methods have been 
tried :-— 

Nicotine. Unsatisfactory. 

Calcium sulphide. May be effective if bath is 
available. Very unsatisfactory in writer's experi- 
ence if applied by mop or brush only. Has the 
advantage of not making the coat greasy, but re- 
quires a lot of removal by grooming. Value seems 
to be overrated. 

Jeyes’ Fluid solution. Unsatisfactory. Great 
liability to blister if applied at all strong. Use 
therefore greatly 

Paraffin Emulsion. Useful as a skin cleanser 
before applying remedy. No curative value, except 
perhaps in very mild cases, other than sarcoptic. 

Sulphur, Ol. picis, Ol, Cetacei. Has given best 
results. Proportions that are recommended are: 
4 ounces, 1 ounce, 1 quart. Apply with brush 
after washing (see later). 

Sulphur and Cetacei. Has given good results. 
Value is greatly enhanced by addition of Ol. picis. 
In all cases clip when necessary: the animal 
should be clipped all over, including the tail. This 
is drastic, but is effective. Singe allover. Wash— 
the best washing agents are either paraffin emul- 
sion, or a solution of liq, cresoli and water, 1:40. 
Paraffin emulsion is the best cleansing agent. 
The emulsion should be continually stirred during 
the washing, otherwise the puraffin will all float to 
the surface and cause blistering of the skin. This 
will also be observed if applied too vigorously, and 
it seems that if the patient is washed with this sol- 
ution in the sun, blistering is often observed. A 
very gocd plan is to lunge the horse into a good 
sweat before washing. After washing, rug, and 
lead about until dry. A very common fault is for 
the washers to neglect to wash out all the soap. 
The day following apply your remedy. 

I will take the one found to give the best results 
in all cases of parasitic mange, i.e., sulphur, ol. picis, 
ol. cetacei, in the proportions already indicated. 
This should be applied and well brushed in. Here 


of horses in the Unit. 


again, it is essential that too much unnecessary 
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friction] should be avoided. If well?applied,"the 
dressing need not be disturbed until the sixth day, 
when it should be removed by washing. The prac- 
tice of daily rubbing the dressing in does not 
accelerate matters: if more often than not causes 
blistering. 

This mixture is very often accused of blistering 
the skin. This may be due either to the cause 
already noted, or else to impure oil. 

The animal should be examined as soon as it is 
dry after washing on the sixth day, and should be 
tested to see if it is still itchy. This is readily done 
by rubbing the skin with a coin. 

If still itchy, reapply the dressing and proceed as 
before. One dressing very often effects a cure in 
not very severe cases, and in the most severe cases 
not more than three separate dressings have had 
to be applied. The average in these cases is two. 

A good plan with all skin cases is to have 
standings for the disease in its various stages :— 
(1) Admission; (2) Treatment; (3) Convalescent 
under observation; (4) Discharge. : 

If more than one method is in vogue—say, some 
cases are being treated with sulphide and others 
with oil, arrange blocks as above for each method. 
Wherever possible, sarcoptic cases should be kept 
away from psoroptic. 

Feeding is important. I have had all cases 
under treatment fed five times a day. It has been 
been found very beneficial to give cooked food at 
night to animals affected with skin disease. Tonics 
may be needed, but have only rarely been given 
by me. 

Exercise all cases daily. Lunging has been found 
to be very beneficial to assist grooming. 

It is hardly necessary to add that whilst in oily 
dressing the patient is not'groomed. If, on the 
other hand, non-greasy methods, such as calcium 
sulphide are adopted, grooming twice a day is 
necessary. A good lunging so as to produce a 

ood sweat will be found to greatly assist grooming 
in these cases. 

Use of Rugs. Much discussion exists as regards 
the advisability of this. It can only be stated that 
in this the veterinary officer must use his own dis- 
cretion, paying attention to the condition of the 
weather and the condition of the patient from the 
general health point of view. After washing, horses 
should be rugged and led round until dry, unless, of 
course, the weather is warm, when rugs will be 
unnecessary. 

In the calcium sulphide method all cases are 
rugged immediately after application of the solution, 
and the legs are bandaged. 

Disinfection. Rugs.—The dry method is not to 
be recommended. It has been noted that rugs so 
treated, that had been on ringworm cases, caused 
infection of previously healthy horses after they 
had been so treated. The best method is to soak 
all infected rugs for 48 hours in a solution: of liq. 
cresoli and water. A fairly strong solution should 
be used. 

Clipping machines.— Should be disinfected after 
each horse has been clipped. 

Grooming tools.—As for rugs. 


Saddlefblankets.—As for rugs. Very often over- 
looked. 

Harness, Saddlery.—Thoroughly cleansed with 
disinfectant. Liq. cresoli in water, 1:40, is the 
best and will not stain. 

Standings and bales.—Should be scrubbed out; 
floors, if of earth, dug up and sprinkled with quick- 
lime. Evacuated for 21 days, and re-disinfected at 
intervals during this period. 

All clippings to be burnt at once. 


Rineworm. 


Prevention. See Mange: Sections 1, 2, 3, 5. 

Treatment. Except in very mild and localised 
lesions, .it will in most cases be advantageous to 
clip, singe, and wash, as for mange. If the lesions 
are not very numerous, tinct: iodine, or iodine and 

trol, or iodised chloroform will give good results, 

inct. iodine has been mostly used and with good 
results. Two applications are usually sufficient. 
The practice of daily dressing is useless, as it causes 
vesication and retards the new growth of hair. If 
the lesions are scattered and widespread the oily 
dressing used for mange gives excellent results. It 
is more economical, expeditious in application, and 
requires only one application usually, if well applied. 
It has the great advantage of softening the scabs 
and scales, and also destroys lesions that at the 
time may easily be overlooked or are not visible 
macroscopically. 

The patient should be washed on the sixth day 
after applying the oily dressing, as in mange. 

ing. Feed often as in cases of mange. 

Exercise and grooming. All cases should, of 
course, be exercised daily. Much discussion exists 
as to the advisability of grooming cases of ring. 
worm; it is urged that this only helps to spread 
the disease. No doubt there is a risk of this, but 
at the same time grooming cannot be neglected. 
At one time I refused to allow any ringworm cases 
to be groomed until all the active lesions were dead, 
for the reason already stated. Later, however, I 
decided to try the effect of damp wisping, the wisp 
being moistened with a little weak disinfectant and 
water. This has given very good results, and it has 
not been observed to cause new lesions to appear 
in regions previously free. 

The procedure is first to have the animal well 
sweated by lunging, and then thoroughly damp- 
wisped all over. The wisp being subsequently 
burnt. If this is done, it is surprising how clean 
the skins of such cases can be kept. The scabs 
can be removed by applying a little paraffin molle, 
oil, or any greasy mixture. 

The use of rugs must rest entirely with the dia- 
cretion of the veterinary officer. 

Disinfection. As for mange. A very common 
fault with all cases suffering from skin disease is 
for the attendants to allow the head-collars to get 
into a filthy state. These, of course, must be 
cleansed daily. 

In all cases of disease, not of skin disease only, 
great care in thorough disinfection of all articles 
and surroundings must be emphasised. This can 
be done only by personal supervision. If left toa 
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second party it will either be neglected or only half 
done. 

It greatly assists disinfection of stables and 
buildings if a sprayer is used. Sick lines should 
be whitewashed out once a week. Add half-a-pint 
of pure carbolic acid to every half-gallon of white- 
wash. Lime is sometimes sprinkled in the stalls. 
If used, it should be put down at the rear of the 
stall and in small amounts, otherwise the eyesight 
will be affected. 

Lice. 


This is very often introduced by remounts that. 
arrive not—or only partially—clipped, and which | 
have usually not been groomed for an apparently 
long time. On the other hand, lice are <a dis- 
covered when the clipping season commences. | 

Prevention. As recommended for mange. 

Treatment. This disease is, of course, not so. 
serious as either of the preceding, but it requires’ 
prompt attention. The first ee in all cases | 
is to clip all over (including the tail). It is a very 
common fault to omit to clip either the tail or the 
limbs ; the result is that the lice congregate to these 
parts when the animal is dressed, and the patient 
remains infected. 

It is often urged- that the drastic clipping will 
spoil the appearance of the animal for a time. 
This, however, should never be allowed to deter it 
being carried out, and if the reasons for so doing 
are carefully pointed out, the opposition will sub- 
side. 

Stavesacre solutions. Most unsatisfactory. 

Lig. cresols and water, 1:40. Very good results 

if well washed in this solution. . 

Paraffin emulsion. Excellent. Thoroughly cleanses | 

the skin at the same time. 


Oily dressings, as for mange. Unnecessary, unless 
the patient is still itchy after a good wash with 
other remedies, when it is useful. 

Nicotine. Satisfactory, but requires careful appli- 
cation. In 1 in 180, has given rise to the 
symptoms of poisoning. Quite unnecessary to 
use such a risky dressing for lice. 

Having clipped the patient, singe all over. This 
will kill the majority of the lice and nits if well 
done. Lungs to sweat, then wash in paraflin emul- 
sion, or liq. cresoli and warm water. Lead about 
until dry. Rug if necessary. If well carried out 
this will effect a cure, and the animal can be sent 
pier: to its unit the day following if all lice are 

ead. 

Disinfection. As for preceding diseases. 


ANOMALY OF A VALVE IN THE HEART 
OF A HORSE. 


By T. G. Browne, M.R.C.V.8., 
Prof. of Anatomy in Ryl. Vety. Coll., of Ireland. 


Subject. An aged gelding obtained for dissection 
purposes. 

The pulmonary semilunar valve consisted of only 
two cusps, which were about equal in size. They 
were larger than normal, but of the usual shape. 
One was right anterior and the other left posterior 
in position. There was no interval between them, 
nor was there any indication whatever of the pre- 
sence of a third, and the valve appeared * gue com- 
petent. The heart was otherwise normal. 
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FRENCH ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


The French Army Veterinary Service still appears 
to be the subject of criticism. The Commandant, 
De Civrieux, published two articles in Le Matin on 
the 21st February and the 7th March, on the very 
bad organisation of the Service, and Prof. Leclainche, 
in the Revue générale de Médecine Vétérinaire of the 
15th March, contributes a very detailed criticism, 
and quotes Dr. Marshall, of America, who has paid 
visits to both the British and French Veterinary 
Services, to the effect that ‘The French Veterinary 
Services were not properly organised and prepared 
before the outbreak of hostilities, and there has 
been no time since then for dealing with these 
questions.” 

M. Grollet passed the same severe criticism on 
the French Veterinary Services in an article which 
appeared in the Revue de Pathologie Comparée for 
September last. He there stated that although 
there had been some slight improvement since the 
outbreak of hostilities, it was so slight as to be 
almost negligible. There was no organised veter- 
inary service as such in existence. The service 
— no autonomy, and was scarcely ever con- 
sulted by the Cavalry Headquarters, to which it 
was subordinate. It was the prey of “ horse-men”’ 
looking for a soft job and the glory of being an 
officer. Everywhere the service had been so 
treated that it had become the monopoly of useless 
= anxious to prove their indispensability. 

he depots for lame horses, and the field veterinary 
hospitals were described as ‘ Mobile Remount 
Depot,” Sorting Depot, etc., in order to justify the 
control of the Remounts Department. M. Grollet 
repeats that the root of all this trouble is that the 
veterinary service, having no autonomy, without 
even having its name mentioned, is swallowed up 
the “Bureau des Remontes.” As a result the 
treatment of veterinary officers is deplorable, their 
promotion is often without any relation to their 

rsonal value or services rendered; the care of the 

orses is frequently defective, and their feeding is 

often irrational, to the great detriment of the 
nation’s finances. With such a state of affairs it is 
easy to understand that any veterinary surgeon 
refusing a horse as unsound on a remount purchas- 
ing commission very often finds himself up against 
the chairman—a horse-man without any technical 
knowledge whatever— who insists on accepting it. 
This state of things, M. Grollet declares, has 
brought the Cavalry, the most costly arm in war- 
fare, to relative bankruptcy. Instead of being 
taught the use of arms and Cavalry tactics in com- 
bination with other branches of the service, they 
have become mere jockeys, intent on speed, more 
fit for the racecourse than for the field of battle. 
In the March number of the Revue de Pathologie 
Comparée M. Grollet returns to the charge and 
repeats the conclusions he set out in September, 
namely, that the veterinary service must be given 
a clear and definite autonomy, under a designation 
which does not lend itself to ambiguity. It must 
be the Army Veterinary Service, comprising every 
department, personnel, material, provisioning, in- 


spection, schools, organisation, Active Army, Terri- 
torial Reserve, etc., and the proper utilisation of 
of horses, and also of animals intended for the 
slaughter-house. He concludes: 

“ Have we not under our eyes the example of 
England, who, profiting by the experience of other 
countries, has placed the whole veterinary service 
in the hands of one competent chief, Director- 
General Moore? Under his enlightened direction 
everything which concerns the hygiene and the 
care of the horse§ works in a perfectly satisfactory 
manner. Why ‘should we keep our veterinary 
corps in such a state of inferiority? Was not 
France the very cradle of veterinary education ? 
Are not our schools the best in the world, with a 
teaching staff of renown, and whose students re- 
ceive their diploma only after a long and difficult 
course of training ? 

If the French veterinary officers have any value, 
let them be employed as they deserve to be. 

If they have none, let the schools be closed!” 


Royal College of 
Veterinarp Surgeons, 


A Special Meeting of Council, followed by an Ordinary 
Meeting, was held at the College, 10 Red Lion x 
London, W.C., on Thursday, 26th April. Mr. F. W. 
GARNETT, J.P., President, occupied the Chair, and the 
following members were present: Sir John M‘Fadyean; 
Messrs. Banham, Barrett, Coleman, McCall, Mulvey, 
Price, Shave and Slocock ; Mr. G. Thatcher, Solicitor ; 
Mr. Fred Bullock, 

Minutes. The minutes of the previous meeting, which 
had been printed and circulated, were taken as read and 
confirmed. 

Apologies for absence. The SecRETARY announced 
that letters announcing their inability tg attend the 
meeting had been received from Maj.-Gen. Sir Robert 
Pringle, Sir Stewart Stockman, = Seng Thomson ; 
Messrs. Carter, Gofton, Lawson, McKinna, Packman. 

Alteration of Bye-Laws. On the motion of Sir John 
M‘Fadyean, seconded by Mr. Mulvey, the following 
alterations and additions to Bye-laws, passed at a 
Special Meeting of Council held on April 13, were con- 
firmed, and the seal of the College affixed thereto :— 

“(a) That Bye-laws 61, 62, 63, 76, and 78, and Sched- 
ule II be restored to the form in which they appeared 
in the Register for 1916. 

(6) That a Board of Examiners to hold office for one 
year only be appointed in April, 1917. 

(c) That in July, 1917, and subsequently until the 
Council determine otherwise, candidates presenting 
themselves for the Class C Examination, who have not 
previously passed in Stable Management and Manipula- 
tion of Domesticated Animals, and Principles of Shoeing 
by the examiners specially appoin or the purpose, 

That at the Class B July and 
December, 1917, candidates shall be allowed the option 
of presenting themselves in Stable Management and 
Manipulation of Domesticated Animals and Principles 
of Shoeing Healthy Animals, or of postponing the 
examination in these subjects until they present them- 
selves for the Class C Examination.” 

This concluded the business of the Special Meeting of 
Council. 
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ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


Immediately following the Special Meeting an Ordin- 
ary Meeting of Council was held, Mr. F. W. Garnett, 
iz. President, occupied the Chair, and the same mem- 
bers were present as at the Special Meeting. 

Minutes. The minutes of the last meeting, which had 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read, and 
confirmed. 

Jorrespondence, The Sxcretary read the followin 
letter from Dr. Bradley: “There is a point on which 
should like information, as follows. Ifa ‘B’ student 
elects to take Stable Management in July next and fails 
in that subject, but passes Anatomy and Physiology 
what is his position respecting the second professio 
examination ?” 

The Secretary read the following letter from a stu- 
dent: “Many thanks for your letter informing me about 
the examination in Stable management. Can you tell 
me, if I took it by itself in July and failed, whether I 
could take it again at Christmas with Hygiene?” 

The SecreTaRy: There are two questions raised 
there, which perhaps it would be better to refer to the 
Examination Committee to be dealt with. 

The PrestpENT: We could refer it to the Chairman 
of the Examination Committee. I think it is patent 
that what we have done under this arrangement is that 
aman hasa right either of going up for it in July or 

taking it with his December Examination. That was 
the whole intention. 

Mr. Barrett: And re-present himself for it in De- 
cember if he failed in July? 

The Prestipent: Yes. Do not you think that is the 
i nterpretation ? 

Mr. Mutvey: That was the interpretation. 

The PrestipenT: The answer to this letter is in the 
affirmative—that we grant the permission. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: Yes. I beg to move that 
the decision of this Council is that if a student at the 
Class B Examination in July or December present him- 
self in Stable Management as well as in Anatomy and 
Physiology, and fails in the first of those subjects but 
passes in the other two he is considered to have passed 
the B Examination. 

The PREsIDENT: That is so. 

a Barretr: Otherwise the student would not 
it. 

Mr. Tuatcuer: I think it is clear on the construc- 
tion of the Bye-law as now confirmed. 

_ Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : It may dispose of the matter 
if we record that that is the decision of the Council. 

The Presmpent: Is that your wish, Gentlemen? 
[Agreed to]. 

REGISTRATION. COMMITTEE. 

Case of Edward J. Sewell. The Presipent: With 
regard to the report of the Registration Committee, 
2 will remember that ene case was left over from the 

‘meeting, and the Solicitor now thinks it would be 
advisable to let it stand over to the next quarterly 
meeting of Council, and take it in the ordinary way. 
You will remember that there was not a quorum at the 
a meeting, and it cannot be dealt with now. | 


PusticaTion, Lisrary, AND Museum CoMMITTEE. 


. The Scorerary read the following report of a meet- 
ing held on Thursday, 26th April :— 

Annual Report. A draft was submitted, and after 

amendment, was approved and ordered to be issued to 
the profession. 
__{t was resolved to ‘recommend: That an appeal be 
- issued with the annual report calling the attention of 
members to the finances of the College, and asking for 
4 renewal of voluntary subscriptions. 


Voting Paper. A draft of the Inland Voting Paper 
was submitted and approved. 

The Presipent: Is it the wish of the Council to have 
the Report end through. I do not think it is usual. 
(Cries of “ No”). 

Mr. Barrett: The reference in the report to sub- 
eumptions is, I suppose, subscriptions to the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons ? 

The Presipent: Yes. 

Mr. Barrett: This question was discussed two or 
three years ago, and there was a considerable difference 
of opinion in this Council as to whether it would be 
wise to appeal to the profession. 

The Presipent: About ten months ago the Council 
resolved to send an appeal out with the Annual Report. 
This Commitiee now recommend that another appeal 
should be sent out. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: It has been justified by the 
success that has attended it. 

Mr. Barrett: I have not subscribed because I held 
the view that it was a mistake. 

The Presipent : It is for you to decide now whether 
you will adopt the recommendation. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: I beg to’ move “That the 
report be received and adopted,” which will carry with 
it this recommendation. 

Mr. MuLvey seconded the motion, which was carried. 


SpecraL CoMMITTEE ve VETERINARY STAFF SALARIES: 


The Secretary read the following report of a meeting 
held on Thursday, April 26th :— 

Reference. The Secretary read the resolution of the 
Council constituting the Special Committee. 

airman. It was resolved that the President be 
appointed to the Chair. 

Correspondence. (a) A letter was read from the Sec- 
retary of the National Veterinary Medical Association 
canveying a resolution of the Association in support of 
the application made by Officers of the Veterinary Staff 
of the Department of Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction for Ireland for improvement in their status 
and salary. (4) A letter was received from the Hon. 
Secretary of the Veterinary Officers’ Association, con- 
veying a copy of a memorial presented to the Vice- 
President of the Department of Agriculture and Tech- 
nical Instruction for Ireland. 

It was resolved : That the President be authorised to 
communicate with the Department in support of the 
claims made by the Veterinary Staff. 

On the motion of Sir John M‘Fadyean, seconded by 
by Mr. Mulvey, the report was received and adopted. 


Election of Examiners, 1917. | Membership. 
The following nominations as examiners had been 


e:— 
Class A. 
C. Mason 


Anatomy. 
B. H. Mellon, Capt. A.v.c., ¥.8.0.V.8., M.R.C.8., 


L.R.C.P., D.P.H. nominated by F. 
W. C. Patrick, F.R.C.v.s. 
Chemistry and Physics. 
J. M. H. Munro, p.sc., M.R.C.8., L.R.C.P., F.C. 
W. J. Mulvey 
H. Somerville, 8.sc., M.R.C.S., L R.C.P., F.C.8. 
J. Mark 


J. McBirney, M.R.¢.v.s., M.P.S.1., PH.CH. 


Brology. 
W. B. Bottomley, px.p., M.A., F.L.8., F.C.8. 
W. J. Mulvey 
Maj. J. R. Ainsworth Davis, M.a., F.C.P., F.Z.8. 4, 
Anatomy. Class B. 
H. G. Bowes, Capt. a.v.c., F.R.C.V.8. 
W. E. Ison, F.8.0.v 8. W. J. Mulvey 
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Histology and Physiology. 
W. Le ymes, M.R.C.S. W. 
W. H. Thompson, sc.D., M.D., F.R.C.P.1. A. 


Stable Management, etc. 
J. Brown, F.R.C.v.S. 
H. J. Dawes, F.R.C.Vv.S. 
R. C. Irving, F.R.c.v.s. 
Pat. Y. Class C. 
E. J. McWeeney, M.D., F.R.C.P.1., D.P.H. A. E. Mettam 
H. Caulton Reeks, F.R C.v.S. 
Materia Medica. 
Hugh Begg, F.R.C.v.s., 
Ma). J. Peddie, F.R.c.v.s. 
Veterinary Hygiene. 
B. H. Mellon, Capt. A.v.c., F.R.C.V.S., M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P., D.P.H. F. C. Mason 
H. Taylor, F.R.c.v.s. J. Dunstan 
W. Woods, F.R.C.V.S. 


Veterinary Medicine. 

N. Almond, F.R.c.v.s. 

W. H. Bloye, F.R.c.v.s. 
Veterinary Surgery. 

k. J. Hickes, F.R.0.v.s. 

Maj. W. S. Mulvey, F.R.c.v.s. 


J. Mulvey 
E. Mettam 


R. C, Trigger 


A. Campbell 
Dr. O. Charnock Bradley 


Class D. 
W. J. Mulvey 


F. W. Garnett 
R. J. Hickes 


Fellowship Examination. 
Veterinary Medicine and Surgery. 
Prof. J. Macqueen, F.R.C.v.8. W. J. Mulvey 
Veterinary Hyjiene and Sanitary Science. 
Wm. W. J. Mulvey 


Pathology and Bacteriology. 
J. Malcolm, F.R.C.v.8. W. J. Mulvey 


In the subjects in which only two examiners had been 
nominated, namely, Class A, Anatomy and Biology ; 
Class B, Anatomy, Histology and Physiology ; Class C, 
Pathology and Materia Medica; and Class D, Veter- 
inary Medicine and Veterinary Surgery, the candidates 
were unanimously elected. 


Class A. Chemistry and Physics. 

Mr. Mutvey: There are three examiners nominated 
for Class A, Chemistry and Physics, one of them being 
Mr. McBirney, who is a M.R.c.v.s. I regret to say the 
Act says that a member of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons cannot be an examiner ; he must be a 
Fellow to be an examiner, so that I am afraid that 
under those circumstances Mr. McBirney is not eligible. 

If he had applied as m.p.s.1. he might have been 
elected, if we had overlooked the fact that he was a 
member of the College. 

Sir Joun M‘Favyeran: I agree that he is not eligible. 

The PresipeNT: You are penalised for being only a 
member. 

Mr. Mutvzy: Yes, unfortunately. [ am very sorry, 
but there it is ; you cannot get over it. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyzean: It was done in order to 
compel members to become Fellows. You can clect a 
medical man with any qualification, but if he is a veter- 
inary surgeon he must be a Fellow of this College. 

r. THatcHER: I do not think there is any doubt 
about it. It is in Clause 9 of the Charter of 1876: “At 
the end of ten years from the date hereof no Member of 
the said Uollege, save and except the present members 
of the said Council, who shall not also be a Fellow of 
the said College, shall be eligible to serve as a member 
of the Board of Examiners.” 

The PresipenT: Is it not the intention of the para- 
graph that all examiners should be Fellows? 

r. THaTcHER: No. It only applies to the Veter- 


The PresipenT: To my t regret I must declare 
that the application of Mr. McBirney is not in order. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: He can become a Fellow 
before the next election. 

The Presipent: I declare that Dr. Munro and Dr, 
Somerville are elected examiners in Class A, Chemistry 
and Physics. 

Class B. Stable Management, etc. ’ 

The PresipENT: There are three nominations for 
Class B, Stable Management, and we must, therefore, 
take a ballot. 

A ballot was then. taken and resulted as follews ;:— 
Brown, 9 ; Dawes, 9 ; Irving, 2. 

The PRESIDENT declared Messrs. Brown and Dawes 
duly elected examiners in Class B, Stable Management 


Class C. Veterinary Hygiene. ; 

The PresipENT: In Class C, Veterinary Hygiene, as 
Capt. Mellon has already been appointed an examiner 
in Class A, Anatomy, he 1s not eligible, and I, therefore, 
declare Messrs. Taylor and Woods duly elected. 

Fellowship Examination. 

The PRESIDENT declared Prof. Macqueen, Mr. Woods 
and Mr. Malcolm duly elected for the subjects for which 
they were nominated. 


Other business. The PRESIDENT reported that Mr. 
W. A. Benham, the Secretary’s Clerk, having been 
called up for military service, Mr. George Pope had 
been appointed as temporary Corresponding Clerk ata 
monthly salary of £5; and it was decided that Mr, 
Benham be informed that his place in the office would 
be kept open for him. 


VETERINARY BENEVOLENT Funp, 


The Secretary read the following letter from Messrs. 
George Thatcher & Sons, Solicitors to the College :— 


17th April, 1916. 
The College Building. 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

Dear Sir,—In accordance with the authority given by 
the Council, we have 7 the conveyance of the 
lst December, 1884, of No. 10 Red Lion Square, and 
find that it is in the ordinary form and without any 
special reservations. 

The College has power to hold real estate notwith- 
standing the Statutes of Mortmain, by virtue of Clause 
17 of the Charter of 1876, and from that Clause the in- 
ference may be gathered that the College Buildings are 
to be used for the purposes of the College and for the 
accommodation of the Officers and others connected 
therewith. We do not think that this would prevent 
the Council giving sanction to the College address being 
used for the purposes of the Victoria Veterinary Bene- 
volent Fund, but no name-plate or inscription should 
be placed on the building which might have the effect 
of showing that the nye building was not exclusively 
used for the purposes of the College.— Yours very truly, 

Grorce THatcHER & Sons.” 


The PresipeNtT: We have received an application 
from Mr. Slocock that Messrs. Kelland an Bullock, 
the Joint Hon. Secretaries may be permitted to receive 
correspondence on the business of the Fund 

to 10 Lion Square. 

After a short discussion, it was resolved, nem. con., on 
the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. Banham, 
that the request be acceded to. 

The PrestpENT, having thanked the members of 
Council who had attended the ene Hy their presence, 
a vote of thanks was accorded, on the motion of Mr. 
Banham, seconded by Mr. Price, to the President for 

terminated. 


his conduct in the Chair, and the meeting 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1914. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax Glanders.; | Parasitic Swine F 
| Anthrax — i . Mange. { wine Fever. 
Period. |breaks mals.} Out- Ani- |breaks| mals. Ani- Out- | Slangh- 
reaks mals. mals. breaks 
(a) (a) (b) (b) (b) (a) 
G:. BRITAIN. 
Week ended April 28 9 | 10 47| 2] 6] 83 58 
1916... 14 | 14 2; 36| e9| 4] 116 | 826 
1915 12 | 12 67| 5] | 448 
1914... | 23 | 295 3| 4] 30| 48 129 | 1538 


Total for 17 weeks, 1917 eee +. | 230 | 265 


9 19 | 1201 | 2543] 348 840 344 


1916 =... | 221 | 260 | 2 
1915... | | 297 
period 1914... 815 | 837 | 12 


24 21| 62] 1162 | 2824] 165] 1523 | 4691 
11} 16] 193 | 447] 143] 1275 | 5546 
74 33 79 | 1096 | 1990] 139] 1165 | 11367 


t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was :uspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 


(a) Confirmed. (5) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, May 1, 1919. 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


= 


“Outbreaks: 
RELAND. Week ended April 28/ ... | 2 9 17 80 
Corresponding Week in { 1915 | | 1 4 8 87 | 
Total for 17 weeks, 1917 6A 16 193 | 108 | 741 
5 28 200 100 580 
Corresponding period in 41915 ... 1 1 eee ‘en 1 3 16 213 95 567 
1914... |... | ... | 68 | 824 mS 39 311 88 395 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin. April 20, 1917 
Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are approx mate onty at i 


* As Diseased or to Infectio» 


“Virophos,” a new Tonic Food. 


Messrs. C. J. Hewxert & Son write us that they have 
had several testimonials from Veterinary Surgeons as 
to the utility of “Virophos,” a new Tonic Food specially 
introduced for the treatment of distemper, debilitating 
cases, and convalescence in dogs, and also as a tonic food 
for cats. It is stated to consist of Pure Milk Casein 
with Extract of Malt and Sodium Glycerophosphate ; to 
have a pleasant flavour, and thus to be quite easy of 
administration. ‘ 

The Lancet has described it as “of high nutritive 
value, enhanced by the presence of assimilable phos- 
oneal and it was after its use in the convalescence of 

uman patients that a trial was suggested by a well- 
known member of the bgp big ession in the case 
of dogs and cats. The result been highly satis- 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


PROFESSIONAL ETIQUETTE. 


Sir,— When the Army is doing so much for us, it is only 

just that the interests of those who have gone to take part 
‘the great adventure ’’ should be safeguarded to the full 
extent, hence the advertised keenness of the Council on this 
ion is praiseworthy. There are practical difficulties 

in the way of the Council allocating clients strictly to men 
who are entitled to them, but the desire to do so is quite 
@dmirable as an ethical aim. Etiquette, in a well educated 
and erganised professional body of men, ought to be observed 
€s 8 natural procedure, and the question of surreptitiously 


| 


collaring another man’s clients ought not to arise, nor ought 


any abnormal condition in the profession to be n to 
stimulate and accentuate the duty of the Council in the 
matter. Those who have gone should return to as good 
conditions as they left and as the times allow, and the 
right-minded ones that remain should see to it that as far 
as their efforts can be put forth they shall do so. 

There is an aspect of the question, however, that needs 
ventilating, because it concerns some of our members who 
belong to the class that may be described as ‘‘ the take-alls "’ 
and ‘‘ hang-firers.’’ Originally they were appointed to act 
as examiners of army remounts. They were of military 
age, had never had any connection with the army previously, 
they acted for it and took the money, but have never been 
of it, either in thought or action. Not a few of them have 
used the position given them to secure the clients of other 
practitioners of the seme district or town. The lever they 
obtained, and the position they held, enabled them to get 
an introduction to the clientéle of rival practitioners, and 
they have used this lever unscrupuloasly to bring grist to 
their own mills. These are the men that the army author- 
ities should corral first of all; they are neither fish, flesh, 
fowl, nor good red herring, but only poachers of a particular- 
ly mean type. Ethics and etiquette demand that they 
should be dealt with in two ways. If right action is to be the 
standard, there can only be two classes in our profession 
now, namely, the men who go and the men with a trne 
sense of etiquette who remain behind, the others have 
something in common with the undesirables who are 
usually ‘‘ shot at dawn.’’— Yours truly, 

. Eruics. 


THE COUNCIL R.C.V.S. AND THE A.V.C. (T.F.). 


Sir,—It has always been my custom rot to reply to 
anonymous letters, but *‘Pro Bono Publico’’ is obviously 
so well disposed that I feel bound to offer him a word of 
explanation. 
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The part of Mr. Coleman’s resolution which I particu- 
larly desired him to withdraw was that in which Council 
were asked to make application in general terms for mem- 
bers of our prefession to be recompensed for loss sustained 
on account of the war. If this were conceded to one organ- 
ised body then other organised bodies would claim similar 
treatment, and I simply mentioned the Miners’ Federation 
as the most powerful organised body in this country. On 
reflection, I think ‘‘Pro Bono Publico’’ will agree with me 
that a general concession of this kind, however desirable it 
might be, is impossible. 

To lay before the Army Council individual cases of pecu- 
liar hardship is another matter, and is rather what is meant 
by those who desire the admitted grievances redressed—at 
least this is my opinion, and I think it is shared by Mr. 
Coleman.—Yours truly, 

J. SHare Jonzs. 


Sir,—The A.V.S. we are told requires more officers, and 
the question naturally occurring to the mind of the layman 
is, are those already in the service being utilized to the full 
—in short, is the Department and all its units perfectly 
organised? Every official Department of State, whether in 
peace time or in war, comes in for civilian comment at 
some period or other of its existence. The A.V.S. has not 
escaped criticism ; in fact I have heard it described, rightly 
or wrongly, as the worst managed department in the Army. 
On the other hand, I can cite informants who assert its 
organisation leaves nothing to be desired. From my own 
personal observations, I should say a state of affairs exists 
somewhere between these two extremes, with a probable 
leaning towards the unsatisfactory state. Ido not think 
the veterinary officers’ time is as fully occupied as it should 
be, and I am certain from what I have seen, much of their 
work is carried out in a very slipshod manner, in fact I 
venture to assert if they carried such methods into private 
praetice they would be very soon found wanting in clients. 
Compared with the life of a busy practioner their’s is one of 
ease ; for example, as one of many, my average working 
week day for years has been fourteen hours, and six hours 
on Sundays, including night work. 

The Council meeting of the R.C.V.S. the other day dis- 
cussed the question of supplying more men for the Army, 
and some members asserted that local practitioners could 
relieve many regular officers by doing their work and 
attend to their practices at the same time. About a year 
ago I offered my services (free of all charge, for patriotic 
reasons) with the view of relieving the army man, but they 
were not accepted. If this one isolated case can be taken 
as a criterion it would appear the Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment is neither lacking in men or money.—Yours truly, 

‘*Pro Bono PuBLiIco.’’ (2) 

(Not the writer of last week's letter over same signature]. 


Sir,—I regret to see that the splendid efforts of Mr. 
Coleman on behalf of officers A. V.C., especially Territorials, 
again failed, and our Council once again refuse their help. 

The simile of Mr. Share-Jones, comparing veterinary 
surgeons with miners, is distinctly exhilarating! The 
writer is unaware that miners pay large sums for goodwill 
and other capital outlay ! 

Mr. Trigger’s offer to return clients is, to say the least, 
scarcely feasible, and he is apparently unaware of the 
actual facts, and it does not help the finances of the un- 
fortunate A.V.C. officer when their very best clients are 
being attended by neighbouring practitioners (not on 
service !) whilst they find it impossible to subsist on their 


PeWould that we possessed the same organisation and force 
as that shown by the medical profession, whose officers 
receive promotion after six months with 24/- per day as pay 
for temporary commissions. 

The neglect of the Council to act is scarcely wise from a 
financial point of view. as disgusted A.V.C. officers do not 
feel inclined to subscribe to the funds under the circum- 
stances. 


Why cannot all veterinary surgeons of military age be 
** roped in,’’ asin the case of the medical profession, instead 
of leaving it to the patriotic ones to face possible ruin ?~ 
Yours, etc., 

M.R.C.Y.8. 


Sir,—With reference to a letter under the nom de plume 
‘* Pro bono publico’’ appearing in the current issue of The 
Record, if allowed to pass without comment will convey, 
wrong impression to the members. The attitude adopted 
by the Council was entirely due to the President's remar 
and in my opinion he had been advised and instructed by 
the War Department. 

I assure you that the R.C.V.S. could never have for 
a President, a more conscientious, unbiased, fair, upright 
and enthusiastic man than our present one. To my know 
ledge it is owing to his individual efforts that many 
grievances of the A.V.C. have been remedied, he hag 
spared neither time nor money in his efforts. 

Members of Council, excepting the Director-General and 
myself, who were present on the occasion, frankly admitted 
that they knew little or nothing about military matters, but 
expressed sympathy with the motion before them, and if 
they could be enlightened upon the subject, they would be 
ready to give me their support. 

I propose to bring the matter forward again in July. In 
the interim I shall be glad if all officers who have grievances 
upon the lines under consideration, will write me as con. 
cisely as possible, I will then lay copies of these, minus 
name and address, before the Council in support of my 
motion. 

I would thank the author of last week’s letter if he 
would point out to me where my statement, re promotions 
are ‘‘ inaccurate and misleading ? 

I am glad to hear that the T.F. officer gets his promotion 
so promptly ‘‘ when due,’’ but why should he wait so many 
years in accordance with pre-war regulations, when these 
are ignored in the case of the Regular and Temporary 
Commissioned Officer? I can give instances of a V§, 
joining up as a Lieut. (Temp. A.V.C.), and he became 
a Major V.C. within two years. 

Admitting that the Regular Officer A.V.C. should have 
preference for the reasons given by ‘‘ Pro bono publico,” I 
ask why should not the Territorial Officer A.V.C. have the 
next preference ! 

The reason that preference should be given to the 
regular officer because it is his ‘‘ practice,’’ in my opinien 
most strongly supports my motion in so far as compensa. 
tion and the revoking of that part of A.O. 406 of 1915 to 
which I refer. Has not the Territorial come to the assist- 
ance of his brother Regular in a time of emergency, 
sacrificing his ‘‘ practice,’’ which has probably been a life’s 
work to build, and which upon his return he will find has 

into other. hands, and will take years to regain—if 
ever he succeeds in doing so? Where will he obtain capital 
to carry on during this strenuous period? He is certainly 
unable to save this out of the pay of the junior ranks. 

I do not accuse the A.V.S. Department of unfairness; 
but I do contend that the present system of promotion is 
absolutely rotten, and does not depend upon the heads of 
our department, but upon the recommendation of the C.0. 
of the unit with which the officer is doing duty. This 
I contend is quite a wrong principle, as I cannot admit the 
capability of a combatant officer’s judgment as to the 
efficiency of an officer of the A.V.C. Should the V.0., 
however, be an expert in the sport which is the C.0's 
hobby, his rapid promotion is, in many cases assured. 
irrespective of his professional efficiency. 

I sincerely hope that if ‘‘ Pro bono publico’’ wasina 
single-handed practice prior to taking his commission, his 
hopes will not be cruelly shattered upon his return, or thet 
at the worst he is one of those with private capital who can 
patiently await the return of his clients.—Yours faithfully, 

J. C. Conemay, 


Swindon, April 28th. 
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DISEASES OF THE Doc AND THEIR TREATMENT. By Dr. Grora 
Mixer, Professor Director of the Clinic for small ani- 
mals at the Veterinary High School at Dresden, and 
ALEXANDER Guass, A.M., v.8. (McGill) Professor of Canine 
Medicine in the Veterinary Department, University of 
Pennsylvania. Fourth Edition, revised and enlarged. 
Pp. xviij +506, with 192 illustrations, of which eight are 
coloured. Price 25/- net. (Bailliére, Tindall, & Cox, 
8 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, London. 1916). 


This important work has now reached its fourth 
edition. In its earliest form it was a translation of a 
well-known German work by Prof. Miiller, with some 
additions by its American translator, Prof. Glass ; but 
the additions it has received and the expansions it has 
undergone in a issues have been chiefly of 
American origin. e may fairly say at once that the 
present edition is the best and fullest work on canine 
diseases in our language for either students or prac- 
titioners ; and its very numerous illustrations, most of 
which are good, and very few of which are superfluous, 
enhance its value. 

Both medical and surgical conditions are dealt with ; 


Brilliant Green as an Epithelial Stimulant. 
Capt. R. W. Hopason-Jones, B.A.M.c. writing 


to The Brit: Med: Jnl: says :— 


“A casualty clearing station affords a unique oppor- 


tunity of meeting cases—impetigo, indolent ulcers of 
various kinds but principally of traumatic origin, super- 
ficial shell wounds involving only the skin, raw, un- 
healthy areas due to the bursting or unscientific removal 
of the skin forming a blister, and such like—minor 
ailments, not in themselves dangerous either to life or 
to limb, but sufficient to incapacitate a man, a source, 
may be, of infection to his friends, and an encumbr- 
ance to a medical unit where space and time are of 
paramount importance. Apart from actual wounds 
caused by the enemy, cases of this description comprise 
from 40 to 50 per cent. of the total walking cases 
treated by us. In our opinion, the best results obtained 
were from the daily application of an ointment contain- 
ing 1 to 2 per cent. brilliant green. Although the oint- 
ment appears to be non-toxic in any percentage, we 
have found that, if used in greater concentration than 
5 per cent., it produces severe smarting, which, although 
it ultimately poe off, may occasion discomfort for as 
ours, 


and the surgical portions include descriptions of the | long as three 


ure and technique of operations. e latter are 


e ointment is non-irritating, antiseptic, and pos- 


not always altogether satisfactory ; for, although many |sesses powerful auxetic properties. After one or two 


operations are dealt with, and often several different 
ones are described for the same condition, some of the 


a 
0: 


pe the diminution of the itching and the rate 
wth of the edges of the wound are very striking. 


descriptions might have been more clearly worded. The} A few days later the slightly raised margins of the 
allotment of space—a very important matter in a work | wound or ulcer are seen to be composed of new, healthy, 


covering so wide a field—is well done as a rule; though 
there are exceptions. Obstetrics, for instance, consider- 


ing its importance in many canine practices, certainly | non- 


uired fuller treatment than it has received. 
Tas of the best sections in the book, though it is of 


ink, firm-growing epithelium, the granulation tissue 


ae the base of the ulcer is bright red, firm, and 
ematous, and the discharge has diminished con- 


siderably in amount. In fact the ulcer is healing. 


Some slight difficulty is experienced in making the 


minor importance to practitioners in this country, | ointment for the first time. The following procedure 
is that upon rabies. The important subjects of dis- was, however, adopted with success. Brilliant green 
temper and diseases of the skin, eyes, digestive and | (8.75 gr.) was dissolved in rectified spirit (15 minims) 
urinary organs, and nervous system, all receive, on the | and then incorporated with 1 oz. of soft pa:aftin, which 
whole, adequate treatment. Mention should be made|experience has shown us to be the most serviceable 
of the sections upon the —— examination of the| base, thereby making a 1 percent. ointment. The 


various organs, which, thoug 


they may not greatly en-| method of application is simple—all crusts or scabs are 


lighten those who have already seriously studied canine | removed before the ointment is a plied, smeared on 


diseases, will be very helpful to others. 


lint cut so as to fit the raw surface accurately. If 


A detailed examination reveals numberless points | spread indiscriminately over the adjoining skin it leaves 
regarding which the author’s teaching by no means|a stain, bright green in colour, which is rather difficult 
accords with English ideas. Most of them are thera-|to remove, though this can be done by the use of soap 
peutical ; and only a very few can be indicated. Many|and water. We have used brilliant green ointment on 
of the treatments advised are more severe and irritant|a considerable number of cases which have resisted 
than we are accustomed to use here ; and counter-irri-| treatment in some instances for as long as fourteen 
tation, often of a vigorous nature, is recommended for|days. The rapidity of healing can only be attributed to 
many conditions in which we should not resort to it. As/| its use : beyond its daily application and good food, no 

s drngs, too, there. is much room for criticism. | other treatment was used. 


Many English clinicians, for instance, will be surprised 
to find santonica and santonin still relied upon as the 
chief agents against ascarides, while oil of chenopodium 
is not mentioned for this purpose. A still more sur- 


More about the horse in war. 
“The advance itself has thrown some light on the 


prising point is the absence of reference to pituitary | much-discussed question of the formation of field am- 
extract in the obstetrical section. In short, there are|bulances. It has frequently been suggested that they 
countless single points to which exception might be| would do well to abandon the whole of their horse- 
taken ; but that does not alter the fact that the book is| drawn vehicles. The wisdom of adhering to the plan of 


the best and most modern one upon its subject as yet | maintainin 


a certain number of horse-drawn vehicles 


available to English readers. ere are few men in| in each field ambulance has been strikingly proved by 


canine practice who will not find it useful, if only for | the events of the last few weeks, during whic 


we have 


its comprehensive enumerations of the various causes | advanced so far into what was previously the enemy’s 
of sporadic diseases, and the many more or less un-| territory. Much of the ground was so much cut up by 


common conditions described in it. 


our own shell fire, so far as the roads just behind the 


The next edition would be better still if its literary origins! enemy front were concerned, and by ordinary 
t 


presentment were thoroughly revised with a view to 


c after the frost, as well as by intentional obstruc- 


improvement in such matters as punctuation and com-|tions somewhat further afield, that between our own 
position. We have never met a work of so high a class | rear—meaning thereby the rear ot our front—and the 


more open to r2proach in these directions. 


actual fighting line there was a broad stretch of coun 
which 


could not be traversed by ordinary automobi 
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ambulances or even by the small ambulances created 
out of Ford cars. 


the road were able to work quite freely and easily 

ing up to any point where they were required, and 

ringing the eases back to the place where the pages 
able parts of the roads commenced. At these places 
squads of stretcher-bearers were maintained ; they took 
the patients over from the field ambulances and carried 
them till they reached a spot at which they could be 
relieved by the automobile vehicles. These “carries” 
sometimes extended for several miles, so that the work 
was exceedingly heavy.”— Brit: Med: Jrnl: 


but they rendered useful service in the Pelves-Monchy 


infantry had got in on the southern side, the cavalry by 


May 1. 


The following are amon, ‘the Decorations conferred 
The horse ambulances, once past the worst part of | by. i rench Republic for distin- 
guished services rendered during the campaign :— 


Lecion p’HonnEuR. CRrorx DE GUERRE. 


by the President of /the 


* + * * 
Temp. Capt. (temp. Maj.) D. O. Turnbull, A.V.C. 


ReeutaR Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps, 


“The part of the cavalry in the operation was limited, Pate ten Coot Ee Middleton (Mar. 12) (substituted 
for notification in Gazette of Mar. 24). 
area, especially in the village of en ae after | T> be Temp. Lieut. :—L. C. Maguire (Apl. 1). 


April 27. 
Capt. L. L. Dixson to be acting Major whilst employed 


April 28. 
a gallant charge occupied and held the western and To be temp Lieuts.:—W. Davies (Apl. 11) ; | Bowlas 
pl. 16). 


northern parts, and beat off counter-attacks.” 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VS. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1917 :— 


H. Allen, Major a.v.c. £1 1 0 
H. Andrew, rough, London, S.E. L.. 4.70 
J. W. Bennett, Leigh, Lancs. 110 
J. McKerlie, Hun rford, Berks 
A. Porritt, Lt.-Col. a.v.c. 110 
Previously acknowledged 515 9 0 
£520 14 0 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, April 26. 


MeErIToRIOUS SERVICE MEDAL. 


The King has been pleased to award the Meritorious 


Service Medal to the following in recognition of valu- 
able services rendered with the Armies in the Field 


during the present war :— 
* 
Sgt. H. H. E. Wyatt, S.E./1206, A.V.C. 


* 


CanapiAn A.V.C. 


April 30. 


To be temp Lieut. :—W. Neilson (Apl. 16). 


April 27 


Col. W. J. Neill, Dir. of Vety. Servs. and Remnts 
(July 26, 1915) (substituted for the notification in the 


Gazette of 


Mar. 5). 


Lt.-Col. H. D. Smith, Asst. Dir. of Vety. Servs. and 


Remnts. (July 1 
in the Gazette of 


ar. 5). 
Army VETERINARY Corps. 


TERRITORIAL Force, 


(substituted for notification 


April 26. 


Capt. F. P. Bennett relinquishes his commn. on account 
of ill-health contracted on active service, and is 


granted the hon. rank of Capt. (Apl. 27). 


April 30. 


Lieut. to be Capt.:—J. A. Matheson (Apl. 6). 


Appmnt. of S. L. Broadhurst, M.R.c.v.s. to Capt., which 
appeared in Gazette of April 19, is cancelled. 


The following casualties are reported :— 


Diep—A.-Staff Sgt. A. Champkin, S.E./3277 (Catford, 


8 


Pte. ee 


Pte. W. H. Clarke, S.E./8337 (Newmarket); 
R. W. Russell, S.E./9460 (Anerley, 8.E.); 


Pte. F. J. Coombs, 24484 (High Wycombe). 


Diep or Wounps—A.-Sgt. F. J. D. Pennell, S.E./7531 
(Camberwell, 8.E.). 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanderst 
Anthrax Parasitic shee : 
and-Mouth | (including | Mange. | Scab. Swine Fever. 
Out- | Ani- Farcy) 
Period. reaks| mals.} 6.4 | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Out- Blangh 
foreaks| mals. mals. |breake| mals. breaks] breaks. 
Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended April 21 th 10 14 189 
Corresponding Week in { 1915 ... hes a G4 oe 2 7 9 15 
2 8 3 5 32 
Total for 16 weeks, 1917 co 2 1 1 16 184 91 661 
1916 ... | 1 5 196 91 481 
Uorrespending period in { 1915... 1 1 = bel 1 3 15 209 87 480 
19a... |... | .. | 64 | 818 | .. 37. 308 | 85 389 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, 


Nors.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Branch), Dublin, April 23, 1917. 
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